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“Come to me all who are weary and 
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  
Take My yoke upon you and learn 
from Me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29 NASB) 

Welcome, August—the month of rest 

and relaxation.   And especially following this 

year’s very busy weeks of June and July, we 

need the revitalization and the re-tooling 

that come from the rest and relaxation of 

August.  However, given that the 2016 Olym-

pic Games will begin the first week of Au-

gust, it is safe to assume that the normal rest 

and relaxation of August are far from us.  In 

fact, now that the summer conventions of the 

major political parties have ended, and given 

the realities and significance of the upcoming 

political campaign season, there is every pos-

sibility that the usual rest and relaxation of 

August may elude us this year.   Neverthe-

less, we are called by God to remember the 

real race that we are in, and to be aware of 

the prize that is the only, truly important 

prize in this life! 

Paul understood 

well the people’s interest 

in the Olympic Games, 

and he often compared 

this Christian journey to 

various races and compe-

titions.   That we are 

called the “human race” 

seems to accurately re-

flect our involvement in 

this “race” that we call living.  In this life we 

find ourselves running and walking; and 

struggling and competing; and focusing on 

winning and losing; and worrying and fret-

ting that someone else may win a bigger 

prize than ours.  The bottom line is that we 

are all journeying towards the marks of the 

“good life” and some semblance of “victory” 

in our personal living.  However, the real 

bottom line in all of our strivings, is that if 

we fail to recognize and embrace the trans-

forming power of Jesus Christ in our lives, 

we can never be assured of victorious living 

or the crown of eternal life!   

(Continued on page 2) 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Vacation  Bible School was held July 18-21.  Rev. 

Linda Banks  was the “Dean” and did an outstanding 

job.  The theme was “I’ve Got Talent. Showcasing My 

Work for Jesus”. 

Many thanks to everyone who participated with a 

special thanks to our teachers, Rev. Banks , Rev. Lisa 

Purvis and  Pastor Poag-Ray and the many other volun-

teers including Sis. Agnes Coates (meal preparation), 

Bro. Michael Swett (transportation), Sis. Sandra Dixon, 

Sis. Sandy Keemer, and Bro. Sherman Watts (crafts), 

and Sis. Sharon Cager-Best (administration).  

Thanks to Mrs. Sylvia Nolan who provided cake 

and ice cream so we could celebrate the birthdays of Pas-

tor Poag-Ray and Rev. Banks whose birthdays are July 

20th.  Additional pictures are on page 7. 
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News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff 
Editor - Pamela Spearman 

 
This Month’s Contributor(s) 

Rev. Linda Banks 
Sis. Sylvia Nolan 

Rev. Lisa Purvis (Photographs) 
Sis. Emily Wiredu(Photographs) 
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray 

How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter 
♦ Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.   
♦ If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a couple of 

minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and may not be included if 
too blurry  

♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.  
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff. 
♦ Email submissions to waymangoodhope@aol.com  

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2016-2017: A Blessing 
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Accept one another, then, just a Christ accepted you, in order to bring God.”   Romans 15:5-7 (NIV) 

Thus, to the Corinthians, Paul writes these words:  

“You’ve all been to the stadium and seen the 

athletes  race.  Everyone runs; one wins.  Run to 

win.  All good athletes train hard.  They do it for 

a gold medal that tarnishes and fades.  You’re 

after one that’s gold  eternally.”  (I Cor 9:24-25 - 

The Msg)   

In other words, Paul is telling those of us who claim Je-

sus Christ as their Lord and Savior to run this race so 

that we may obtain not a corruptible crown but an in-

corruptible crown.  This is the crown of abundant life 

and eternal life. 

To the Philippians, Paul tells them that they need 

to prepare for the race and to keep their eyes focused as 

they, “…press toward the mark for the prize of the high 

calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Phil 3:14)  Paul then 

warns them to “walk by the rules,” so that they will not 

be found to be “enemies of the cross” who have been 

minding earthly things. 

The writer of Hebrews, instructs God’s people to 

“…run with patience and perseverance the race that is set 

before us, always looking unto Jesus the author and fin-

isher of our faith.”  (Heb 12:1-2).   Once again, there is 

this reference to following God’s Way, and to use Jesus 

Christ as our model and our example for how we run 

this race called life.   The model is clear. 

We are to have the mind of Christ, and the attitude 

of Christ.  We are to have the humility of Jesus, who 

even though He was God, thought it not robbery to 

humble Himself, even to the death on the cross.  And, 

like Jesus, we must recognize that there is a prize, but it 

is not the worldly prize—not the gold and silver or 

bronze medal that someone will hang around our 

necks.  Our prize is victorious living and God’s “well-

done.”  Our prize is a place in glory with God the Father, 

and with Christ Jesus Our Savior.  But, our real prize is 

that crown of eternal life in that place that Jesus has 

prepared for us. 

Therefore, we need to let go of this earthly striving 

to be more important than someone else or to have 

more power than someone else.  It is God who has the 

power, and who controls any power we ever hope to 

have.   We need to let go of the unholy, competitive 

games that we play with one another simply to prove 

that we are better than, or stronger than, or more per-

fect than someone else.   In this race of life, it is God 

who gives the victory because the race is not given to 

whoever thinks he or she is the strongest or the fastest; 

the race is given to the one to whom God gives the 

power to endure to the end.  Finally, we need to be clear 

about the real fight because it is not against each other.    

Paul says that “…we wrestle not against flesh and blood 

but against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of the world, against spiritual 

wickedness in high places.”  (Eph 6:12)  Hence, we need 

to take up the full armor of God so that we will be able 

to stand. 

Thus, as we seek Jesus Christ and His more excel-

lent way, let us put aside the anger, bitterness, and 

emotional stress associated with winning and losing.  

And let us listen to God who speaks of love and forgive-

ness, and who gives us this time for “rest” that allows 

for revitalization and re-tooling as we strive towards 

the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus.  And, let us “… run with patience this race that is 

set before us, always looking unto Jesus the author and 

finisher of our faith.” 

  Love, Joy, and Peace, 

 Pastor Lois A. Poag-Ray 

THE PASTOR’S WORD (CONT. FROM PG. 1) 
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NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH  

SIS. SYLVIA NOLAN, CHAIRPERSON 

  

 

 

 

 

Ready or Not 

School Starts in August 

 

Make Sure You are Prepared 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Dorothy Brown 
James Brown, Jr. 
Warren Burnett 
Lloyd Carter 

Marjorie Coates 
Peggy Colbert 

Anne Coates Day 
Elizabeth Dennis 
Spanky Dennis 
Marion Floyd 

Lillie Ann Henson 
Mediterranean Jackson 

Elroy Johnson 
Juanita Maxwell 
Joseph Lovett 

Gary Minniefield 
Nola Solomon 
Izetta Wallace 
Grace White 
Shirley White 

Teresa Williams 
Roy Wilson 

 

2nd  Gregory Reeves 
3rd  Jackie Jones 
4th Kenneth White 
7th  Wanda Coates 
9th Joylene Coates 
11th Kimiko Manuel 
 Alexis White 
15th  Rev. Lisa Purvis 
19th Michelle Collins 
 Jessica Jackson 
21st  Zion Brown 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22nd    Lillie Best 
24th     Chester Ray 
25th    LaTonya Day 
27th Carolyn Hunt  
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

View the “News of Good Hope” on the Church website 

www.waymangoodhope.org 
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Upcoming Special Events 

Wednesday Morning Prayer Line  

6:30 –6:45 am 

1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504# 

Dial in & put your phone on mute to listen 

Join the Women’s Fellowship   
Friday, August 12th @ 7pm 

 

The Singing & Praying Band is asking for people to 

become patrons or purchase ads in support of their Holy 

Convocation.  The Deadline is August 31. Contact Sis. 

Jackie Harris for more information. 

The  Men’s Fellowship   

Will meet Saturday, August 13th @ 9am 

All Men are invited.   

 

August Summer Bible Workshops 
Wednesday’s at 7pm 

If you need a  

Ride to Sunday Service 

Contact the Church Office by noon on Thursdays 

Check the Calendar for other scheduled meetings 

Annual Camp Meeting 

Sunday, August 7th 4pm 
Rev. Stephen Tillett will be the guest preacher. 

Help us collect 

Reach 1000  By December 

What are we collecting? 

Non-Perishable Food Items 

 
We encourage you to get 2 or 3 extra 
items each time you go to the grocery 
store and bring them on Sundays.!! 

 

There will be a box in the narthex  

Men’s Day Concert 

Saturday, September 17th @5:30pm 

$10 Donation 

Food will be available for purchase  
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Am I My Brother’s Keeper? - A Reflection on Race Relations 

By Rev. Linda Banks 

The week of July 3rd was tragic for the United States. The shootings of unarmed black men by police officers and the subse-

quent killing of police officers left many of us angry, shocked, sad, bewildered and looking for answers. On July 10th, Rev. Linda 

Banks preached the following sermon during the 10am service at Wayman Good Hope.  I and many other people present felt that 

the sermon from Rev. Linda Banks was the “Balm of Gilead” that we needed.  What follows is an abbreviated version  that Rev. 

Banks prepared for the “News of Good Hope”.  

 We have had a tragic and difficult week in the history of our America.  Really, it’s been a tragic and difficult few 
years in the history of our America.  Race relations in this country have changed since slavery.  It has taken on different 
forms along the way.  Now, we seem to be in a place of outward politeness and inner rage.   

The media covered the week’s events extensively and social media is, of course, all over it.  Many people are 
speaking in terms of peace and love conquering all.  Other people are speaking in terms of war and saying that there 
are casualties in any war.  These are difficult days.  Every perspective seems to have a point.   

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X had different positions on how to solve the race problem 
in their generation.  They may have addressed the race problem differently, but they both loved our people and had our 
people’s best interests at heart.  While Malcolm X’s method added value to the fight for civil rights, at the end of the 
day, history reveals that love and faith in God carried the day.  We won that particular fight because we chose peace 
over war, we chose love over hate and we chose it now over later. 

But, the question remains.  What do we do know?  How do we fix the race problem that we have today?  The famil-
iar story of Abel’s murder by his brother Cain offers us three ideas that will help us with our race problem.  Here are 
the three lessons we can learn from the story of Cain and Abel:  WE MUST- 

1. Accept that we are equal and that superiority among human beings is a false concept, 

2. Accept that we are our brother’s keeper, and 

3. Accept that vengeance belongs to the Lord, and no one else. 

The first lesson that we learn from this story is that we are all equal in God’s sight and that superiority among hu-
man beings is a false concept.  There is an interesting exchange between the Lord and Cain after the Lord did not look 
on Cain’s offering with favor.  Cain was upset and angry that his offering was rejected.  The Lord said to Cain, “Why 
are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted?”  The Lord was prod-
ding Cain to think deeply about why he felt angry.  The Lord said to Cain, if you do what is right, will you not be ac-
cepted?  God was trying to help Cain understand that his offering could be accepted by God if he chose to give his best 
to God.  Cain shouldn’t waste his time trying to compare himself to his brother or to outdo his brother.  This is not a 
competition.  God was not requiring them to compete for His love or attention or favor.  God loved both Cain and Abel 
equally and favored them equally.  The fact that the Lord did not accept Cain’s offering had nothing to do with Abel.  It 
was just that Cain had not given his best to God.   

Throughout history, human beings have always tried to conquer each other and to prove that one race or gender or 
nationality is better than the other.  Some white people try and convince themselves and black people that they are supe-
rior to us.  And some black people try to convince the rest of us that we are actually superior to whites.  There are all 
kinds of theories on both sides.  And it’s not just black people and white people.  It’s all kinds of people all around the 
world and in every generation.  We are always trying to prove that we are better than the other group.  Even within our 
respective races, we try and prove that we are better than others.  We find any silly way we can to distinguish ourselves 
so that we seem superior to the person next to us.  I drive a better car.  I live in a bigger house.  I make more 
money.  My clothes are better.  I have more class.  We think of any way we can to suggest that we are superior to some-
one else.  We do it on a large macro level and we do it on a small micro level.  But God is just looking for us to keep 
God first in our lives, to love God with all of our heart, soul, and mind and to love each other like we should love our-
selves.  If we are going to deal with our race problem in this country, we must accept that we are all equal and that su-
periority among human beings is a false concept. 

The second lesson that we can learn from this story of Cain and his brother Abel is that we are our brother’s 
keeper…and we are our sister’s keeper.  Soon after Cain killed his brother, the Lord asked Cain, “Where is your 
brother Abel?”  Cain responded that he did not know and then sarcastically asked the Lord, Am I my brother’s 
keeper?  When we hear this phrase today, we KNOW that the right answer is “yes, I am my brother’s keeper.”  But, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Am I My Brother’s Keeper? - A Reflection on Race Relations 

 (continued from pg. 6) 

when Cain said that he was not his brother’s keeper, he was serious.  Cain was making a point to God that he WAS 
NOT his brother’s keeper.  Abel was a grown man.  He was responsible for himself.  He ought to be able to take care of 
himself and if he can’t then that’s his own problem.  Cain didn’t feel that it was his responsibility to watch out for Abel 
or to take care of Abel.  Cain had his own responsibilities.  Taking care of Abel was not his job.   

But, this was not the correct attitude.  Cain was his brother’s keeper.  And Abel was his brother’s keeper.  They 
were supposed to be looking out for each other.  They were family and family always looks out for each other.  But, this 
is even deeper than family.  Jesus taught us that anyone who does the will of God is His brother.  In Luke 8: 21 Jesus 
said that “My brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” What does that say to us?  It says that 
we have brothers and sisters of all races, Black, White, Asian and Native American.  It says that our brothers and sisters 
cross all race lines and gender lines and socioeconomic lines and educational lines and any other barrier that we can 
dream up to make ourselves different from the next person.  We are all brothers and sisters in Christ.  If we are going to 
deal with our race problem in this country, we must accept that we are our brother’s keeper.  

Finally, the third lesson from this story of Cain and Abel is that vengeance belongs to the Lord.  In verse 10 the 
Lord said to Cain “what have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.”  Abel’s inno-
cent blood cried out to God for justice.  Abel’s blood did not cry out to Eve, his mother or to Adam, his father.  Abel’s 
blood cried out to God, and to God alone, for justice.  This is why vengeance only belongs to God.  Innocent blood that 
has been spilled cries out only to God because God alone is able to bring justice to the situation.  We try to bring justice 
ourselves, but street justice is not real justice.  Too much can go wrong, wrong assumptions are made, a mob mentality 
sets in and more innocent people end up getting hurt.  Romans 12:19 says to “never avenge yourselves, but leave room 
for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  It is difficult and at times it 
seems impossible.  The hurt is so deep.  The wound is still fresh.  The anger feels justified.  But, despite how we feel, we 
must trust God enough to let God handle it.  We must get out of the way.  It’s not that there is nothing we can do.  It is 
just that we should not be vengeful in our reaction.  We must press on with God on our side.  We must turn to God, and 
turn our nation back to God, if we want justice for the innocent and if we want this brewing war between African Ameri-
cans and the police force to end.  If we are going to deal with our race problem in this country, we must accept that 
vengeance belongs to the Lord, and no one else. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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 WAYMAN GOOD HOPE  
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor 

100 Hoyle Lane 
Severna Park, MD 21146 

 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor  

Rev. Lisa Purvis, Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Rev. Linda Banks, Director of Christian Education 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 
Sis. Sharon Cager-Best, Administrative Assistant  

Sis. Mary McIntyre, Financial Officer  
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon. - Thurs. 10am – 2pm 

 

Church phone (410)647-4867    Church fax (410)647-4883 
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com       Website – waymangoodhope.org 

 
 

 
 

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace; 
to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the name of 
Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the guest of God.  Come then into God’s presence with joy in your 
hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and 
worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.” 

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE: 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE   10 AM 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  Every 1st Sunday 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Every 3rd Sunday 

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Children & Youth)    2nd & 4th Sunday after 10am Worship Service 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Adults)    Sunday  9:00-9:50 AM 

PRAYER CALL (Dial 605-475-3235  code 705504#) Wednesday 6:30-6:45 AM 

BIBLE STUDY (Adults)     Wednesday 7:00 PM 

MONTHLY 

LOVE FEAST     Wednesday before the 1st Sunday at 6:30 PM 

OFFICIAL BOARD     3rd Thursday  7:00 PM 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING   3rd Sunday after 10am Worship Service 

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals. 


